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Dear Family & Friends,

Our Lord’s challenge through the author of Hebrews to persevere in our race of faith together is
dependent on fleeing the dangers of sin & hindrance, while at the same time pursuing or fixing
our eyes on Jesus (Heb. 12:1-3). Our Church Ministries team (Marty Giese, Rick Weinert, &
myself) were recently part of another great “Rural Impact Leadership Conference”
(www.ruralimpact.church) hosted at Alexandria MN’s Covenant Church. We’ve been fixing our

eyes on Jesus together with our Evangelical Covenant friends in providing this 4™ annual rural
ministry training conference & webinar series to North American church leaders, and on March
15" we had to deal with the hindrance of a MN spring blizzard. Below are some team pictures
from this rural conference.
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(Our OHF team, OHCC rural pastor grads, & ministry partners at March 15" rural conference)

Our Covenant NW Conference friends wrote in their March 17" email newsletter:


http://www.ruralimpact.church/

“What happens in the upper Midwest when it’s blizzarding outside? The show goes on! Yes,
despite the blizzard conditions, the people still came to the Rural Impact Leadership Conference,
this past weekend, for a day of encouragement and equipping for the rural/small town church.
And what a great day it was! Hosted once again by Alexandria Covenant Church, the hospitality
was par excellence and the rooms were alive with workshops and rich conversations. Within
times of worship, Martin Giese and Kara Stromberg opened and closed the conference with
reflections based in Psalm 1. The framing question: How do we stay effective in our calling to
the mission of the Church in what may be the most difficult and complex time in history? A few
of their guiding insights were to delight and meditate on God’s word, and to be rooted—and
therefore resilient—in our relationship with God, which allows us to faithfully weather and
impact our times!

Not only did folks gather in
Alexandria, MN, but many joined
online from places around North
America through live streaming. This
also included five scheduled watch
parties, where people intentionally
gathered in their churches to journey
and process through the day the
inputs they received and potential

| applications to their settings. Once
again, we are praising God for the
partners, a prayerful plan, all of the
participants and the presence of God’s
Spirit throughout the day that
provided rich insights and supports
for the nurturing of thriving rural
churches!”

ess for

s a wiln ¢
Live s everyday

Jesus in your
anounlcrs

Life2Life

L ¥ r// . =
— T —

(Mycfeammate Randy McKain & | with Bruce Dick of Evangellsm Shift - check out their 5
shifts for more effective evangelism: www.evangelismshiftusa.com/5-shifts)



http://www.evangelismshiftusa.com/5-shifts

We are very thankful for the deep relationships and ministry partnership the Lord has developed
between us and these rural ministry friends over these last 4 years of working together. Prior
year’s recorded video sessions can be accessed as ongoing training resources through the
conference media link (www.ruralimpact.church/media), and next year’s conference date is set
for March 14, 2026. With the Alexandria MN host church’s wonderful staff and tech team, we’re
able to livestream all main & workshop sessions, equipping us to serve many more rural
churches across the U.S. & Canada. What a blessing to run this race of faith in Jesus with other
rural brothers & sisters in Christ who are together fleeing temptation & keeping their eyes fixed
on Him, regardless of the weather or challenges of our times.

Spring is conference season for our OHF with 9 events in 2 months, and they are great times to
learn & network together, besides representing what the Lord has given us to steward. This
month I’ll attend the EFCA North Central District conference in the Twin CitiesS
(www.ncdefca.org), and then RHMA’s Small-Town Pastor’s Conference in IL. We’re very
thankful to our RHMA (www.rhma.orqg) friends for including us in a rural ministry grant from
the Lilly Endowment. Our Rural Certificate program continues to be a blessing and commitment
as we meet each Thursday evening for our online pastoral classes (www.oakhills.edu/church-
ministries/rural-certificate), with 3 more pastoral graduates finishing this May.

I’ve also taken on an additional role as our Interim VP of Administration, assisting our President
in leading our College Staff & Leadership Team, while still continuing in my missionary role
serving pastors, leaders, and our OHF Mission Ministries team. We appreciate your continued
prayers for the Lord’s provision for OHF, especially in College enrollment, funding, & staffing
for all our ministries.

In Christ,

Jim & Jenny Hodgson

Director of Church & Community Relations
Interim Vice President of Administration
Oak Hills Christian College/Fellowship
1600 Oak Hills Rd - Bemidji, MN 56601
jimhodgson@oakhills.edu
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www.oakhills.edu/give
218-556-6277 (cell)
218-751-8670 (office)
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