3/20/2021

Micah 6:8

Bless Your Community

He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly & to love mercy, & to walk humbly with your God.

Jim Hodgson – Oak Hills Fellowship
Denae Alamano – United Way (Bemidji)
“EQUIP” Seminar (3/20/2021)

Jeremiah 29:4-7

Matthew 25:37-40

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all
those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build
houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they
produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for
your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they
too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there;
do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the
city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD
for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry & feed you, or thirsty & give you something to drink? When
did we see you a stranger & invite you in, or needing clothes & clothe
you? When did we see you sick or in person & go to visit you?’
The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for the one
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’”

Psalm 146:5, 7-9

Bemidji Region’s Strengths

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD his God,…
He (the LORD) upholds the cause of the oppressed & gives food to the
hungry.
The LORD sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind,
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the
righteous.
The LORD watches over the alien & sustains the fatherless & the
widow, but He frustrates the ways of the wicked.

• Regional center w/ growing population (serves 100,000 people)
• “Best Town in MN” award – 2018!
• Tourism destination
• Surrounded by 3 Native American reservations
• BSU, Northwest Tech, Tribal Colleges, & Oak Hills
• Sanford Health, public education, & growing business community
• Many churches, ministries, & social service agencies
• Beltrami County - high speed internet service (#1/87 counties)
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Bemidji Region’s Issues:
• Poverty - (Beltrami County = 24.5%/ State avg. = 10.5%)
• Emergency Needs - (hungry, homeless, & hurting)
• Crime - (2018 stats)
• Bemidji Police (2808 crimes)
• Beltrami County (1336 crimes)
• Sexual Assault, Exploitation, & Trafficking
• Family Impact • Drug babies (Sanford Health – First Steps)
• Foster care (1158 children in 2018/ 1262 in 2017)
• Local Schools/Social Service resources stretched

Bless our Community:
• Through Our Work
• Employment:
• Employer
• Employee
• Student
• Retirement
• “Work as Worship”
(workasworshipnetwork.org)

How Can We Bless Our Communities?

Bless our Community:

• w/ Jesus’ gospel in word & deed?
• Love our neighbors?
• As salt & light?
• Even in pandemic?
• w/ racial tensions?

• Through each Church’s Ministry Programs & Partners
• Children
• Youth
• Young Adults
• Families
• Adults
• Seniors
(all ages, ethnicities, & needs)

Bless our Community:
• Through Our Personal & Family Lives

Bless our Community:
• Through Our Community’s Programs/Leaders
• Encourage & Acknowledge
• Serve & Support
• Network & Resource them
• Pray for them & their mission
• Represent Jesus clearly to all (Col. 3:17)
“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.”

2

3/20/2021

How can we Bless our Communities?
• Through our Personal & Family Lives
• Through our Work
• Through each Church’s ministries & partners
• Through our Community’s programs & leaders
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