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INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION 

In recent years, few issues have dominated the headlines as frequently and divided 
the country as deeply as immigration. Many Americans — including many Christians 

— feel conflicted as they think about such a complex issue: They want the United States 

to continue to be a country that welcomes immigrants, but at the same time they want 

to ensure that our policies protect our national security, benefit our economy and 

respect the law.  
Evangelical Christians also recognize that, beyond a political, economic or social 

issue, immigration is also a biblical issue: The Scriptures inform how those of  us who 

profess that God’s word is our ultimate authority would respond to the immigrants 

who have arrived in our country, our neighborhoods and, in many cases, our local 

congregations.  
Several years ago, our respective organizations — national entities representing 

evangelical Christians — determined that we could more effectively address the topic 

of  immigration if  we spoke in a unified voice, encouraging a national discussion about 

immigration rooted in biblical principles. It was in this spirit that the Evangelical 
Immigration Table formally launched in June 2012.  

iv



 

The Evangelical Immigration Table began by releasing an Evangelical Statement of  

Principles for Immigration Reform. This simple statement was signed, at the time, by 

about 150 nationally prominent evangelical leaders and has since been affirmed by 
more than 8,000 others, from local pastors to denominational executives to lay leaders. 

It was designed to encourage lawmakers to take biblical principles into account as they 

craft immigration reforms that we believe are urgently needed. These principles, which 

we believe are consistent with biblical wisdom, provide a framework for how 

lawmakers should think about these issues, even though the principles don’t suggest a 
specific policy prescription. 

Though the Bible certainly includes principles that can help guide lawmakers, the 

Scriptures also speak to every follower of  Jesus as they interact with their neighbors, 

some of  whom are immigrants. In fact, while applying biblical principles to public 
policy inherently requires some prudential determinations, biblical teachings about 

how to interact with immigrants themselves leave less space for differences of  

interpretation: We’re called to love our neighbors (Luke 10:27) and to make disciples of  

all nations (Matthew 28:19), regardless of  where we land on public policy.  

This free e-book is designed to be a tool for evangelical Christians — particularly for 
pastors and other ministry leaders, but for others as well — as they seek to apply their 

faith to the complex topic of  immigration. We hope and pray it will assist you as you 

seek to more faithfully follow Jesus, seeking his kingdom and righteousness.  

In Christ, 

LEITH ANDERSON 

President, National Association 
of Evangelicals 

SCOTT ARBEITER 

President, World Relief 

SHIRLEY V. HOOGSTRA 
President, Council for Christian 
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HYEPIN IM 
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Thinking Biblically About Immigrants & Immigration Reform

PART ONE 

A BIBLICAL VIEW OF 
IMMIGRANTS & IMMIGRATION 

For evangelical Christians, our ultimate authority is the Bible.  
Too often, though, we’ve not looked to the Scriptures as our primary authority when it 

comes to forming our views toward immigrants and immigration. A LifeWay Research 

poll commissioned by the Evangelical Immigration Table in 2015 found that just 12 

percent of  evangelicals cited the Bible as the primary influencer of  their thinking about 
immigration.  In fact, when it comes to the top factor that informs their views on the 1

topic, more evangelicals cited the media than the Bible, their local church and national 

Christian leaders combined. 

Some might presume that’s because the Bible is silent on this issue — but it’s not. 

While the Scriptures do not prescribe specific immigration policy that should govern the 
United States (or any other nation), they are replete with stories of  immigrants, with 

specific instructions from God to the Israelites about how to treat the foreigners who 

came to reside in their land, and with broader principles that have clear ramifications for 

how contemporary followers of  Jesus should interact with our immigrant neighbors. 

Even among evangelicals who disagree about how our government should prudentially 
apply biblical principles to questions of  public policy, the role of  the church is clear.  
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God’s Concern for the Vulnerable 

As evangelical Old Testament scholar Daniel Carroll explores in depth in his book 

Christians at the Border: Immigration, the Church and the Bible, many of  the most prominent 

characters in the stories of  the Bible were themselves immigrants, crossing borders to 
reside in another land at one point or another.  

Many biblical figures were forced across borders. Joseph is sold by his brothers into 

slavery in Egypt. David flees the violence of  King Saul and seeks asylum among the 

Philistines. Daniel and his friends are exiled from their homeland and end up serving a 

foreign government. Even Jesus himself, as a small child, is forced to flee, escaping to 
Egypt as a child refugee when Herod’s jealousy threatens the lives of  all baby boys in 

Bethlehem.  

Others migrate for different reasons. Abram (later Abraham) and his family leave 

their homeland at God’s instruction, then later cross borders again on multiple occasions 
in search of  food during times of  famine.  His son Isaac and grandson Jacob later move 2

because of  famine as well. Generations later, Naomi and her family are motivated by 

hunger to migrate from the land of  Judah, then eventually reports of  adequate food lead 

Naomi to return, now accompanied by her daughter-in-law Ruth. 

In addition to various stories of  refugees and migrants, the Old Testament also tells us 
about the character of  God toward immigrants and others who are vulnerable. For 

example, he tells the Israelites to go through their wheat fields, olive groves and 

vineyards just one time: “Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the 

widow” (Deuteronomy 24:19-21).  

In fact, these three specific vulnerable groups of  people are highlighted in the same 
passages on multiple occasions as objects of  God’s particular concern. The Israelites 

collectively affirm: “Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the foreigner, the 

fatherless or the widow” (Deuteronomy 27:19). The Psalmist laments the wicked who “slay 

the widow and the foreigner [and] murder the fatherless” (Psalm 94:6). “The Lord,” in 
stark contrast, “watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but 

he frustrates the ways of  the wicked” (Psalm 146:9).  

Indeed, at many points within the Law of  Moses, we are not told why a particular 

command is given. For instance, no explanation is offered why a baby goat may not be 
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boiled in its mother’s milk or why a garment may not be made of  multiple types of  fabric. 

But when it comes to God’s commands regarding the treatment of  immigrants, a reason 

is offered: “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. 
You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall 

love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God 

(Leviticus 19:33-34 ESV, emphasis added). God’s people are told to love immigrants as 

themselves, because they knew firsthand what it is like to dwell in a land that was not 

their own. 
Later, prophets such as Jeremiah and Zechariah remind God’s people of  their 

obligation to protect the vulnerable: “Do what is just and right. … Do no wrong or violence 

to the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow” (Jeremiah 22:3). “Do not oppress the widow 

or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor” (Zechariah 7:10). The prophet Malachi 

announces God’s judgment against those “who oppress the widows and the fatherless, 
and deprive the foreigners among you of  justice” (Malachi 3:5).  

God’s law given to the Israelites holds immigrants residing among the people of  Israel 

to the same standards as the native-born (Exodus 12:49; Numbers 9:14, 15:16), which 

generally meant not only holding foreigners responsible for respecting the law’s 

prohibitions but also extending to them the same protections of  the law, such as for 
impartial treatment in legal proceedings (Deuteronomy 1:16), a Sabbath’s day of  rest from 

labor (Deuteronomy 5:14) and fair labor conditions (Deuteronomy 24:14).  

While not all of  the specific elements of  the Old Testament law are binding upon 

Christians today — nor can the laws God gave to Israel simply be adapted into U.S. 
immigration law — they do reveal something about God’s unchanging character: “The 

Lord your God … defends the cause of  the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 

foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing” (Deuteronomy 10:18). And 

in case the ramifications for his people were not sufficiently clear, the passage continues: 

“And you are to love those who are foreigners” (Deuteronomy 10:19).  
Regardless of  our views on public policy, our disposition toward foreigners 

themselves should emulate that of  our God, who, as Carroll summarizes, has “a deep love 

for the needy and disenfranchised, whoever they are and whatever the cause of  their 

situation.”  Indeed, God’s commands concerning the foreigner demonstrate his own 3

character, compassion and concern for those in need. It is not too much to say that we 
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know more of  who God is and what his salvation is like through comprehending his love 

for the sojourner. 

The Great Commandment 

The specific instructions to love the foreigner throughout the Old Testament are 

consistent with God’s command to the Israelites to “love your neighbor as 

yourself” (Leviticus 19:18). In that same passage recorded in the book of  Leviticus, God 

makes it clear that this command to love extends beyond a narrow definition of  our 
neighbor: “When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The 

foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as 

yourself” (Leviticus 19:33-34).  

When asked about this specific commandment, Jesus reaffirms that his followers are 

to love our neighbors and that our “neighbor” could include just about anyone. When a 
legal scholar seeking to justify his own actions presses Jesus to define “neighbor,” Jesus 

responds with a story we know as “the parable of  the Good Samaritan.” 

Elsewhere in the Gospels, we see the hostility that many felt toward Samaritans, who 

were ethnically and religiously different than the Jewish people: When they want to 

insult Jesus, some of  his critics accuse him of  being “a Samaritan and demon-
possessed” (John 8:48), and even Jesus’ own disciples seem quite eager to see a Samaritan 

village destroyed by fire (Luke 9:54).   4

But Jesus rejects that idea, and instead consistently interacts with Samaritans in 

countercultural ways: He recognizes the dignity within a Samaritan woman at the well, 
who eventually is among the first to recognize him as the Messiah and to spread the good 

news to her entire community (John 4:4-42). Jesus observes that a Samaritan, though a 

“foreigner,” was the only one of  10 whom he had just healed of  leprosy to return and 

express gratitude (Luke 17:11-19). And Jesus then responds to the legal scholar’s question 

— “Who is my neighbor?” — with a story with a Samaritan as its protagonist, the model 
of  neighborly love who extends compassion to someone in need. 

This command is described elsewhere in the New Testament as the catch-all mandate 

that summarizes the rest of  biblical instruction (Galatians 5:14; James 2:8). It has clear 

implications for how followers of  Jesus should treat the immigrants in our country today.  
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First, we cannot narrowly define “neighbor” to mean only those who look, believe or 

speak as we do, or those limited to a particular geographic community. After all, it would 

have been unthinkable for a Samaritan to assist a Jewish person. But as we see in 
Scripture, the Samaritan sees someone in need of  help as his neighbor, regardless of  the 

differences between them.  

Second, the command to love our neighbors includes no exceptions. We are not called 

to love our neighbors so long as doing so is in our economic interest. We are not called to 

love our neighbors so long as there are no risks involved. We are not called to love our 
neighbors so long as we feel comfortable doing so or so long as they have fully abided by 

the laws of  the land. We are called to love our neighbors as ourselves — full stop. 

That’s not to say that economic, security and legal concerns are or should be irrelevant 

to policymakers: They indeed have a responsibility to consider these dynamics. But the 

role of  the church and of  the individual Christian is not the same as the role of  the 
government: “However we approach immigration policy,” write Welcoming the Stranger 

authors Matthew Soerens and Jenny Yang, Christians “must first approach immigrants 

themselves as neighbors — with love.”  5

One Body 

We’re called to love our neighbors regardless of  their country of  origin or religious 

tradition, but as we do so, we’re likely to find that many of  them are deeply committed 

followers of  Jesus. Although it is difficult to quantitatively measure personal religious 

commitments, the significant majority of  immigrants in the United States (whether 
present lawfully or not) self-identify as Christians.  Many of  them are evangelicals. 6

In fact, roughly one in 10 evangelicals in the U.S. is an immigrant, and that share has 

been rising. In 2007, 12 percent of  American evangelicals were either immigrants or their 

children; by 2014, that share was 16 percent.   7

This means that when native-born American evangelicals consider how to approach 
immigrants, they should think of  them not only as neighbors whom we’re called to love, 

but also, in many cases, as brothers or sisters in faith, part of  our spiritual family. The 

Apostle Paul describes all those who follow Jesus as having been adopted as God’s 

children (Ephesians 1:5) such that we now form a single household (Ephesians 2:19).  
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The metaphor of  the church as a family redefines our obligations to one another. In a 

biological family, we make sacrifices for one another, putting aside our individual 

interests in order to pursue what Pastor Ryan Kwon calls the “family win”: If  the whole 
family doesn’t succeed, no individual part does, and so we sacrifice particularly for those 

who are struggling the most or are in need at any given time.   8

The other image the New Testament frequently uses to describe the church is that of  a 

human body with many distinct parts, each indispensable to the whole (Romans 12:4-5; 1 

Corinthians 12:12-27). As a body, “If  one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if  one part 
is honored, every part rejoices with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26), with a particular concern for 

those parts that “seem to be weaker” (1 Corinthians 12:22).  

Immigrants are a part of  the family — a part of  the body — which means that the 

particular struggles faced by those new to the country are a concern for all of  us. Most 

immigrants face the challenges of  adjusting to a new language and culture. While some 
immigrants are well-off  financially, many others are working many hours in relatively 

low-wage jobs, struggling to make ends meet economically. Some immigrants face legal 

status challenges. For the church in the United States, each of  these issues is not just their 

problem, but our problem, since we are one body.  

But having these sisters and brothers as part of  the family also means their strengths 
are added to the body as a whole: Indeed, at a time when many congregations are aging 

and even closing down, immigrants are adding new vitality to the church in our nation. 

Some bring deep Christian convictions with them as they arrive in the U.S.; others 

embrace Jesus for the first time after arriving and then become passionate evangelists 
within their own ethnic communities and beyond.  

Missiologist Timothy Tennent, president of  Asbury Theological Seminary, notes that 

“86 percent of  the immigrant population in North America are likely to either be 

Christians or become Christians,” which, he notes, is significantly higher than the 

national average. “The immigrant population actually presents the greatest hope for 
Christian renewal in North America,” he argues.  But if  we as a unified body are to rejoice 9

in this revitalization fueled by immigrant brothers and sisters, we must also stand with 

them in times of  suffering and hardship. 

Of  course, the body of  Christ is not limited by geography. We also are united by Christ 

with many others outside of  our national boundaries, including many who live in 
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countries without the religious liberty protections we enjoy in the U.S. Many followers of  

Christ are persecuted because of  their Christian faith, and the whole of  the body is called 

to share in their suffering.  
Here, too, though, American Christians’ approach to immigrants is relevant, because 

some of  those persecuted Christians look to the United States as a safe haven when their 

lives are at risk. The plurality of  those who have been resettled to the U.S. as refugees in 

recent years have been Christians, many of  them individuals who were forced to flee 

their countries of  origin particularly because of  their faith.  As we welcome them, Jesus 10

says, we are in a sense welcoming him: “For I was hungry and you gave me something to 

eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 

in. … Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of  the least of  these brothers and sisters of  

mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:35, 40).  

As the body of  Christ in the United State becomes increasingly multicultural and 
multiethnic, we experience a unique foretaste of  the day described in Revelation, when 

people “from every nation, tribe, people and language” are united in worship of  the Lamb 

(Revelation 7:9).  

The Great Commission Opportunity 

While many immigrants are already Christians when they reach the United States, 

many others are not. By the classification criteria of  the Southern Baptist Convention’s 

International Mission Board, there are 361 unreached people groups — ethnic groups in 

which there are few if  any known followers of  Jesus — present within the boundaries of the 
United States, more than any other country except India and China.  11

The Great Commission, Jesus’ final instructions to his disciples before his Ascension, 

to “go and make disciples of  all nations” (Matthew 28:19) is at the center of  most 

evangelicals’ understanding of  God’s mission. American evangelicals have historically 

sent missionaries throughout the globe, with a particular concern for reaching those who 
had not yet had the opportunity to hear the gospel.  

We should always be committed to ensuring that the gospel reaches every corner of  

the globe, but we could be overlooking a profound opportunity for God’s mission if  we 
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fail to recognize that “the nations” are also present within our own communities as a 

result of  migration. 

In the U.S. context, immigrants arrive into a country blessed with religious freedom, 
where Christians (like those of  any other religious tradition) can speak of  faith freely, 

and where immigrants encountering the story of  Jesus are free to either embrace or reject 

it, without governmental interference. That’s certainly not true of  every country from 

which immigrants come, including countries where sharing the gospel or converting to 

the Christian faith are illegal.  
It’s vital that American Christians approach newcomers from different religious 

traditions with respect, recognizing that, as people made in the image of  God, they have 

the autonomy to decide for themselves how (or whether) to respond to the claims of  the 

Bible and that protection of  religious freedom means standing for the rights of  those of  

other faiths. Real evangelism is not a high-pressure sales pitch or coercive in any way, but 
rather is an open invitation to a relationship with Jesus.  When the U.S. church is faithful 12

in loving its immigrant neighbors — without any pretext to our friendship — our actions 

will very often generate questions about what motivates us, and the opportunity arises to 

“give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have,” 

sharing the truth of  the gospel “with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).  
Unfortunately, many evangelicals view immigration primarily through the lens of  a 

political narrative, which could lead to missing out on this opportunity for joining God in 

mission. According to LifeWay Research’s polling, most American evangelicals think of  

the arrival of  immigrants in their community as a “threat” or a “burden” of  some sort, 
but most do not consider it to be “an opportunity to introduce [people] to Jesus.” That 

immigrants who do not yet know Jesus, some of  them from entirely unreached people 

groups, are arriving into U.S. communities is irrelevant if  Christians are afraid or 

otherwise uninterested in interacting with them: At present, fully six in 10 adherents of  

non-Christian religious tradition in North America (many of  whom are immigrants or 
their children) say they do not even personally know a Christian.   13

Reflecting on the demographic changes in the U.S. fueled by immigration, Albert 

Mohler, president of  The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, observes, “We’ve never 

faced such a Great Commission responsibility.”  14
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If  we approach immigration and — more important — immigrants themselves purely 

from a political perspective, we will fail to live up to this Great Commission 

responsibility and miss a historic opportunity. That’s not to say that public policy is 
unimportant: Indeed, it directly affects the lives of  millions of  people, including many 

members of  the Christian family and many others whose future access to the gospel 

could be a casualty of  restrictive immigration policies. Furthermore, the witness of  the 

church is marred if  followers of  Jesus are hostile to immigrants, or are merely silent 

when such hostility is perceived. 
On questions of  public policy, Christians may come to different conclusions as they 

seek to apply biblical principles. When it comes to how we interact with our immigrant 

neighbors, the specific commands of  the Bible leave less room for debate: We are called to 

show Christ-like love for our neighbors, including immigrants, and to share the good 

news of  salvation to those of  every nation. 
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PART TWO 

APPLYING BIBLICAL 
PRINCIPLES TO PUBLIC POLICY 

In 2012, a number of  evangelical leaders came together to draft and then publicly affirm 

an Evangelical Statement of  Principles for Immigration Reform, recognizing that, while 

the Bible does not provide a specific prescription for U.S. immigration policy and 

Christians can respectfully disagree on the best legislative solutions to our country’s 
immigration challenges, there are biblically informed principles that can prudentially 

guide lawmakers. The statement says, 

Our national immigration laws have created a moral, economic and political crisis in 

America. Initiatives to remedy this crisis have led to polarization and name calling in which 
opponents have misrepresented each other’s positions as open borders and amnesty versus 

deportations of millions. This false choice has led to an unacceptable political stalemate at the 

federal level at a tragic human cost. We urge our nation’s leaders to work together with the 

American people to pass immigration reform that embodies these key principles and that will 
make our nation proud. 
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As evangelical Christian leaders, we call for a bipartisan solution on immigration that: 

• Respects the God-given dignity of every person 

• Protects the unity of the immediate family 

• Respects the rule of law 

• Guarantees secure national borders 

• Ensures fairness to taxpayers 

• Establishes a path toward legal status and/or citizenship for those who qualify 

and who wish to become permanent residents 

Since 2012, thousands of  local pastors, national denominational leaders, parachurch 

ministry executives and Christian college and seminary presidents have affirmed this 

statement, representing an ethnically, geographically, politically and denominationally 

diverse group of  evangelical leaders. Each signatory has endorsed this statement — not a 
specific piece of  legislation — and certainly not all who agree with these broad principles 

would agree on every detail of  how lawmakers should apply these principles. 

With the caveat that what follows does not necessarily reflect the precise views of  

every signatory of  the Evangelical Statement of  Principles for Immigration Reform, we 

explore each of  the six principles in more depth and context below. 

Respecting the God-Given Dignity of Every Person 

One of  the most foundational biblical passages for thinking about public policy is the 

truth that every human being is made in the image of  God (Genesis 1:26-27). Christians 

have long understood this to mean that every human person — regardless of  age or stage 
of  development, gender, ethnicity, country of  origin, religion or any other qualifier — 

possesses inherent human dignity. “Human dignity,” writes pastor and author Daniel 

Darling, “is not just a political buzzword or theological concept. … It is — or should be — 

at the heart of  what we think and how we act as the people of  God.”  15

This fundamental Christian belief  is also a core American belief: The Declaration of  
Independence, the founding document of  our nation, declares that “all men are created 

equal and are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights” including the 

right to life, liberty and the pursuit of  happiness. These rights are not based on one’s 
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place of  birth, but reflect the reality that all humans are “fearfully and wonderfully” 

created by God (Psalm 139:14). 

One ramification of  this belief  as applied to immigration policy is that, since human 
life is sacred, it should always be protected; that’s one reason, for example, that we would 

insist that our government provide a safe haven for refugees fleeing tyrannical 

governments or terrorist groups who are seeking to do them harm. It’s a reason that U.S. 

asylum laws, which guide the government not to send someone back to a situation of  

danger, are so vital. 
The notion that immigrants are made in God’s image also should inform the way that 

we speak about them. It’s actually healthy when Christians graciously and respectfully 

disagree about the various nuanced details of  immigration policy — but it’s vital that the 

language used to describe immigrants themselves always reflect the unique dignity God 

has placed in each person. James laments the use of  the same tongues to praise and 
worship God and to “curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness” (James 

3:9).  

Using language that compares immigrants to vermin or other animals, for example, is 

inherently dehumanizing. Even referring to immigrants as “aliens,” though that is the 

terminology used by many U.S. laws and by older English translations of  the Bible, leads 
many contemporary speakers of  English to conjure up “Hollywood-induced images of  

three-headed green Martians” rather than human beings made in God’s image.  “If  we 16

forget, obscure or deny that any particular group of  people [are fully] human, we lose the 

ability to imagine ourselves in their circumstances and to act with compassion. We 
dehumanize them, but we also pave the way for actions that ultimately dehumanize us.”  17

Not only does each immigrant — like every other human being — have dignity and 

value, but the belief  that each person is made in the image of  the Creator also implies the 

potential to create and to contribute. It’s easy, when discussing a large group of  

immigrants, to focus solely on what they might take or what costs might be associated 
with immigration. Those are fair questions to ask — as long as we concurrently ask, 

“What might these immigrants create? How might they contribute?” After all, as 

evangelical columnist Michael Gerson has noted, immigrants are more than “just mouths 

but hands and brains” also, with the ambition and potential to contribute economically 

and in other ways.   18
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Indeed, immigrants have used the potential God has placed within them to contribute 

mightily to the U.S. economy: 20 percent of  Fortune 500 companies were founded by 

immigrants and another quarter were founded by the children of  immigrants.  Were it 19

not for immigration, close to half  of  these companies that employ tens of  thousands of  

Americans — including Amazon, Apple, AT&T, Disney, General Electric, Google, Home 

Depot, Kraft, McDonald’s, UPS and many others — would likely not be American 

companies, and might not exist at all.   20

Fundamentally, we should value immigrants because they are human persons, not 
because of  what they bring to the country in terms of  economic contributions. But the 

reality is that — precisely because they have the capacity to work and create as those 

created in the image of  a Creator God — they are contributing in many ways. 

Of  course, it’s not only immigrants who are made in God’s image: so are those whose 

views on immigration issues we may disagree with or find objectionable. Christians must 
always engage charitably with others, because they, too, are made in God’s image and are 

worthy of  respect.  

Protecting the Unity of the Immediate Family 

Christians believe that the family unit was established by God at creation as the 

fundamental building block of  society. The reformer Martin Luther recognized three 
institutions ordained by God: the household, the government and the church.  Even 21

before God ordains the church (Matthew 16:18) and the government (Matthew 22:21, 

Romans 13:1), he first establishes the family unit (Genesis 2:18-24). 

Throughout the Bible, we see God carrying out his purposes through families: He makes 
a covenant with Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 17:7). Both Matthew and Luke 

include genealogies of  Jesus, tracing the family lineage through which God ultimately 

took on human flesh (Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38).  

God designed the family unit to be the primary place of  nurturing and instruction for 

children. Research affirms the wisdom of  God’s plan, as children raised by a married 
mother and father “enjoy better physical, cognitive and emotional outcomes, on average, 

than children who are raised in other circumstances.”  While this may not always be 22

possible — and the church, as the family of  God, should take particular concern for 
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children not able to experience this ideal — government policy should prioritize the 

unity of  families wherever possible. Broadly, this means that immediate families should 

be able to stay together except in the very rarest of  circumstances, such as when the life 
or well-being of  a child is at risk.  

Our immigration policies should reflect this value, keeping children with their 

parents and keeping husbands and wives united. If  the family truly is the core building 

block of  our society, all American policy, including immigration policy, should prioritize 

the strength and unity of  families. In the criminal justice context, the commission of  a 
crime by one parent sometimes results in the separation of  a family. But, usually, the 

decision of  whether to deport one parent in the immigration context is more complex. 

This does not mean that family unity is the only important principle in our immigration 

policy, but preserving family unity should surely be a factor with which other policy 

interests are balanced. At a minimum, we should not be indifferent to the impact of  our 
immigration policy on family units, particularly when some members of  the family are 

American citizens. 

Even during arrests or a deportation proceeding, immigration policy should reflect a 

pro-family approach. When individuals are apprehended for entering the country 

unlawfully, every effort should be made to keep families together, with a particular 
concern for treating vulnerable children with care.  

Researchers have documented the long-term traumatic effects on children who are 

separated from their parents and held in group settings. Drs. Karyn Purvis and David 

Cross of  Texas Christian University have found that such children experience trauma 
that alters their brain chemistry and harms cognitive, emotional and physical 

development.  And Jesus reserves some of  his harshest words of  judgment for those who 23

would cause harm to children (Luke 17:2). 

Just as immigration policies should avoid separating families whenever possible, they 

also should help to facilitate the reunification of  families who have been separated. As 
noted by Christianity Today editor Andy Olsen, “The history of  our faith traces through a 

constellation of  families that were united across national boundaries: Rebekah emigrated 

to marry Isaac, Ruth emigrated to Bethlehem to follow and support her mother-in-law, 

and all of  Israel’s history pivoted on Pharaoh’s consent to allow Joseph to bring his 

sprawling clan to Egypt.”  24
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This does not mean that family reunification is the only legitimate immigration 

priority. There is an important and worthy policy debate about including a merit-based 

component in the U.S. immigration system. Such a program may be a worthwhile policy 
change to prepare the United States for the future. But even here, policy should reflect the 

fact that when families are reunited, the individuals that make up that family are 

stronger and better supported.  

There’s a popular misconception that U.S. laws allowing for family reunification can 

lead to what some call “chain migration,” where one immigrant admitted to the U.S. can 
sponsor an unlimited number of  additional immigrants, exponentially increasing the 

number of  immigrants allowed to come to the U.S.  

In reality, current U.S. law allows U.S. citizens to petition for their close family 

members — for spouses, children, parents and siblings — not extended family members 

such as cousins, uncles, aunts or grandparents. Lawful Permanent Residents (those with a 
“green card”) can petition only for unmarried children and spouses. In some cases, such 

as for a spouse or minor children of  a citizen, these reunification processes can take six 

months to a year to complete, but in other cases — such as for an adult child of  a U.S. 

citizen, the process can take decades to complete, with some cases currently being 

processed from the mid-1990s.   25

Beyond questions of  public policy, it’s also vital that evangelicals do everything 

possible through our churches and ministries to strengthen and support families, 

including immigrant families who often face the stress of  cultural adjustment and 

economic challenges in addition to the dynamics facing any family in the United States. 
Ultimately, strong families lead to a strong, healthy society.  

Respecting the Rule of Law 

For many Christians, the general idea that churches and individual Christians should 

seek to love, welcome and share the gospel with immigrants is uncontroversial, but the 

issue becomes much more difficult when considering how to respond to immigrants who 
are in the country illegally.  

While most immigrants are in compliance with U.S. law, a significant minority — 

likely somewhere between 10.7 million  and 12 million,  based on nonpartisan and 26 27
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governmental estimates — are not present in the United States lawfully. Just over half  of  

those individuals crossed a border illegally, while an estimated 4.5 million (including 

two-thirds of  those who have arrived since 2014) entered lawfully on temporary visas, 
but overstayed their visas.  Christians seeking to be faithful to the Scriptures want to 28

show kindness and compassion to these individuals but are also are bound to respect the 

law. Is it possible to do both? 

Some people’s response to this challenge has been to advocate for “amnesty.” People 

mean different things by that term, but amnesty is a general forgiveness of  an offense; it 
comes from the same root word as amnesia, forgetting that the law was violated in the first 

place. In the context of  addressing the millions of  immigrants in the U.S. today without 

legal status, it would basically mean pretending that their violation of  law had not 

happened and offering them citizenship.  

Christians can and should understand the complex reasons that people have violated 
immigration laws, whether they did so by crossing the border without documents or 

overstaying a temporary visa. But we should not condone the violation of  law, because 

this causes the law to lose its meaning. Scripture makes clear that the rule of  law is 

important: Romans 13 states that God has ordained government, and that every person 

“should be subject to the governing authorities” which God has ordained. Importantly, 
this chapter goes on to explain the appropriate role of  government: serving the common 

good, maintaining order and punishing wrongdoing (Romans 13:1-4). 

Romans 13 does not signify that every government or every law is necessarily good. 

There are clear examples in the Bible when laws were not good, such as when Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego were told to worship an idol (Daniel 3:1-7), when the Hebrew 

midwives were told to kill newborn boys (Exodus 1:15-17) or even when the Roman 

government condemned Jesus to crucifixion (Matthew 27:11-26). The Apostle Peter 

rightly observed that “We must obey God rather than human beings” (Acts 5:29).  

While our immigration system isn’t as unjust as Nebuchadnezzar's decree about idol 
worship, most Americans across a broad range of  political perspectives agree that our 

immigration policies are not functioning well and are in desperate need of  reform. In a 

democratic form of  government, where government is of, by and for the people, part of  

being “subject to the governing authorities” means actively involving ourselves in efforts 

to change laws that are unjust or even simply not functioning optimally. 
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For one thing, our current immigration system makes it very difficult for all players to 

honor the rule of  law at the same time. For decades, our government has often looked the 

other way as both immigrants in search of  economic opportunity and employers in 
search of  adequate labor have broken the law. In order to restore the rule of  law, we need 

an immigration policy that is both nimble and truly enforceable, with a number of  visas 

that is consistent with the needs of  the U.S. labor market as well as with American values 

of  keeping families together and of  providing refuge to the persecuted. 

Undocumented immigrants often choose to come to the U.S. illegally under very 
difficult circumstances, fleeing serious economic hardship or even persecution. However, 

except for those brought as minors or trafficked to the U.S. against their will, they still did 

knowingly break U.S. law. This is why amnesty is wrong: Amnesty communicates that the 

law doesn’t matter. Even when laws don’t work well, they  shouldn’t simply be ignored — 

participants in a democratic society should work to change them.  
The best way forward — both to respect the law and to keep families together — is to 

have an earned legalization process, which includes the payment of  a monetary fine as 

restitution for adults who willfully violated U.S. immigration laws. Of  course, a criminal 

background check should also be a part of  that process, and anyone convicted of  a serious 

crime should be excluded and potentially deported. On the other hand, someone brought 
as a child to the U.S. did not make the decision to enter the country or overstay a visa 

unlawfully, and should not be penalized. 

Most of  the undocumented immigrants in U.S. churches are actually very eager to 

make things right, and they would be happy to pay a fine and meet other qualifications to 
eventually have the chance to be lawful permanent residents of  the United States, a 

country most have come to love and see as their home. For many who have lived under 

both the fear and shame associated with their unlawful status for many years, the 

opportunity to earn legal status would feel akin to the biblical Year of  Jubilee, a time of  

redemption, when debts were canceled (Leviticus 25:8-17).  
If  the law is truly to be respected, we should ensure the integrity of  the U.S. 

immigration system going forward: That means doing everything possible to deter illegal 

immigration, including pursuing secure borders, but also facilitating legal immigration: 

not without limit, but in ways that meet the needs of  the U.S. labor market, that keep 

families together and that allow the country to continue to serve as a place of  refuge for 
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some of  the most vulnerable persecuted people in the world, consistent with the best of  

the history and values of  the United States. 

Another area where respecting the rule of  law comes into play is honoring the nation’s 
laws that offer asylum to those who flee a well-founded fear of  persecution in their 

country of  origin. Decades ago, the U.S. actually turned away Jewish people fleeing the 

Nazi government in Germany. Many of  them were ultimately returned and killed in the 

Holocaust.  In the years that followed, the U.S. joined many other nations in resolving 29

that, when someone with a credible fear of  being harmed reaches its shores or borders, 
that person should not be returned. That doesn’t mean that everyone who shows up 

should be admitted, but if  we respect both the law and the dignity of  each human person, 

it’s vital that everyone who professes a fear of  persecution if  returned is given a fair 

hearing and the chance to prove that qualification under the terms of  U.S. law. 

U.S. immigration laws are complicated, dated and often only partially enforced. To 
restore the rule of  law, we must pursue reforms that reaffirm the importance of  the law 

while also reflecting our values. 

Guaranteeing Secure National Borders 

For many American Christians, the images that come to mind when we think about 

immigration are of  fences and walls along the U.S.-Mexico border. Questions of  border 
security have often been at the center of  political debates in Washington, D.C.  

While immigration is a much broader topic than just the U.S.-Mexico border — after 

all, most immigrants come to the U.S. via airplanes, including many unauthorized 

immigrants who initially enter on temporary visas — the security of  the United States’ 
borders with both Mexico and Canada is an important matter. Christians want to be part 

of  a compassionate nation that welcomes immigrants, and we also want to be safe.  

We should expect our government to ensure secure national borders, to track 

everyone who comes into the U.S. and to ensure that no one who would seek to do harm is 

able to enter. That’s consistent with the God-ordained role of  government described in 
the Bible (Romans 13:1) and with the Israelites’ establishment of  fortified cities “for 

protection” (Numbers 32:17). 
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The role of  secure borders should be to protect the nation, however, not to keep out 

those fleeing persecution. It’s vital that as government invests in border security, it also 

respect U.S. laws that allow those with a credible fear of  persecution to request asylum. 
These individuals should be screened and vetted — both to make sure they truly qualify 

under the terms of  U.S. law and to ensure that they do not present a public safety or 

national security threat.  

For decades, the U.S. government has proved that it does carefully vet those seeking to 

enter the U.S. lawfully. The U.S. refugee resettlement program is a great example: Since 
1980, when the Refugee Act was signed into law, roughly 3 million refugees have been 

identified overseas, vetted and then invited to rebuild their lives in the U.S. The vetting 

process currently in place for the refugee program is extremely thorough, including 

multiple layers of  background checks, retina scans, fingerprints and in-person 

interviews with trained officers of  the U.S. Department of  Homeland Security. It’s been 
remarkably effective: Of  those 3 million refugees admitted since 1980, not a single one 

has taken an American life in a terrorist attack.  Many of  these refugees have been 30

persecuted Christians who faced the threat of  violence because of  their faith in Jesus in 

their countries of  origin, who now have found safety and religious freedom in the U.S. , 

often planting new churches here in the process. Others have come from other religious 
traditions but encountered the hope of  a relationship with Jesus in the U.S. when 

welcomed by American Christians. 

Our government should apply an appropriate level of  security for all who seek to 

enter the U.S. , identifying themselves, submitting themselves to efficient and thorough 
inspection and vetting and complying with legal requirements for admission. 

There has been significant progress in the past decades toward securing the U.S.-

Mexico border. Far fewer individuals are able to enter the country surreptitiously today 

than 10 or 15 years ago, in part because of  significant investments in border security 

technology, strategic physical barriers and personnel. Still, most Americans feel more 
needs to be done. While we may have differences of  opinion about what mix of  structures 

and technologies is best to ensure that the government has control over the border, a 

significant investment is necessary. To stop drug and human smugglers, elected leaders 

need to take the challenge of  border security seriously and be committed to doing what it 

takes to ensure that our government has control over the U.S.-Mexico border. 
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Lastly, one of  the best ways to reduce illegal immigration is by building a more 

functional, robust legal immigration system — not just for those fleeing persecution (who 

may qualify for asylum or refugee status) but also for those seeking to meet a labor need 
in the U.S. Most immigrants would much rather go through an application and vetting 

process closer to their homes and then come safely to the U.S. on an airplane with a visa 

than make a very dangerous journey across Mexico. However, current policies often make 

this impossible. Those facing credible fears of  persecution may feel no choice but to reach 

the border to request asylum. Those seeking employment may see no possibility except to 
overstay a temporary visa. Some misuse the asylum system or may attempt to sneak into 

the U.S. A functional legal immigration system would go a long way toward reducing 

illegal immigration and allow the Department of  Homeland Security to improve border 

security to keep Americans safe.  

Ensuring Fairness to Taxpayers 

A significant concern for many Americans when it comes to immigration is: Can we 

afford this? Many taxpaying American citizens want to be generous, but with significant 

economic need among those already within the U.S. , they wonder: Can the country afford 

to receive additional immigrants from other countries? 
It’s important that immigration policies are fair to taxpayers. While a just society will 

protect uniquely vulnerable populations such as children, the elderly and those who have 

a disability that prevents them from working, in general, everyone should be expected to 

work to provide for their own basic needs. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonian 
believers that those who were unwilling to work should not eat (2 Thessalonians 3:10), 

and likewise it’s right to expect immigrants to work, not to depend upon social programs 

funded by the taxes paid by others.  

Overall, immigrants actually have a higher labor participation rate than native-born 

U.S. citizens,  and they tend to be concentrated in key industries, complementing rather 31

than replacing the work that most American citizens want and have the skills to do. 

That’s true both in sectors of  our economy requiring a great deal of  education, such as 

technology and medicine, and in those that don’t usually require advanced education, 

such as working on farms, in restaurants or in hotels, where the jobs immigrants accept 
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often create other jobs that are usually held by U.S. citizens up and down the supply 

chain. For example, if  an immigrant isn’t willing to take a hard-to-fill job picking 

strawberries, a truck driver to transport those strawberries — who is much more likely to 
be a U.S. citizen — is also likely to be out of  a job. Were it not for immigrants who are 

willing to work washing dishes, the waitress at the front of  a restaurant might not have a 

job, either. 

It’s true that some categories of  immigrants receive some governmental assistance, 

which involves some costs to taxpayers. While most family- or employer-sponsored 
immigrants, as well as anyone who is undocumented, are ineligible for most federal 

means-tested public benefits, those who come to the U.S. as refugees do qualify for 

benefits such as food stamps, as well as some initial resettlement assistance. But, while 

there may be a net cost to taxpayers for a few years, in the long run these individuals 

actually contribute more in taxes than they receive: A study by economists at the 
University of  Notre Dame finds that, 20 years after arrival, the average refugee adult has 

contributed about $21,000 more in taxes than the combined costs of  public benefits they 

have qualified for and initial resettlement assistance.  A recent government study found 32

that, between 2005 and 2014, government spent $206 billion on refugees, but during the 

same time period received $269 billion in taxes at all levels, a net contribution of  about 
$63 billion.   33

This cost-benefit analysis underscores that, in our focus on fairness to taxpayers, it’s 

important to recognize that the base of  those paying taxes in the U.S. includes many 

immigrants. Overall, immigrants — including those who are not yet naturalized and thus 
cannot vote — contributed an estimated $328 billion in local, state and federal taxes in 

2014.  And, of  course, they are also paying for goods and services in our communities, 34

increasing the overall size of  the economy and creating jobs for others.  

Many presume that undocumented immigrants — those living and usually working in 

the U.S. unlawfully — are not paying taxes, but this turns out not to be true. Like anyone 
else in our economy, they pay sales tax when they go shopping or buy a car. Those state 

and local taxes add up to about $7 billion annually for all states.  Undocumented 35

immigrants also pay property tax, whether directly as homeowners or indirectly as 

renters, and those taxes from all states add up to roughly $3.6 billion annually.  
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And while it’s true that many undocumented immigrants are being paid by 

unscrupulous employers in cash, off  the books, and thus not having income taxes 

withheld, the Social Security Administration estimates that about half  of  these 
unauthorized workers are having payroll taxes taken from their paychecks. In fact, the 

Social Security Administration has said that individuals whom they believe to be 

unauthorized workers contribute as much as $12 billion per year that they will never be 

eligible to receive as a retirement benefit.   36

However, the fact remains that some undocumented immigrants have not fully paid 
their taxes, which is unfair to the rest of  American taxpayers who have worked hard and 

paid their fair share. This is another reason why amnesty is the wrong approach. Any 

path to legal status or citizenship should make sure that American taxpayers are treated 

fairly in the process by requiring undocumented immigrants to make things right 

through a process of  restitution. 
Immigrants are an important part of  the U.S. economy. While Christians should value 

immigrants as human persons made in God’s image regardless of  any economic 

contribution, it is fair that the government consider economic opportunities and impacts 

as it develops immigration policy, pursuing flourishing for all Americans and being fair 

to taxpayers, whether they’re native-born American citizens or immigrants. 

Establishing a Path Toward Legal Status and/or 
Citizenship for Those Who Qualify and Who Wish to 

Become Permanent Residents 

Perhaps the most sensitive question for Christians wrestling with U.S. immigration 

policy is that of  what to offer immigrants who are here in the country illegally. Many 
Christians are torn between the desire to respect and enforce the law and the desire to 

love, welcome and share the gospel with immigrants. How should believers respond in 

cases when they suspect immigrants are here illegally? 

For churches, ministries and ordinary American Christians, U.S. law does not restrict 

the clear biblical mandate to show compassion. There’s no requirement that a citizen 
report someone they suspect may be in the country unlawfully. Christians can teach 

English classes, run food pantries, teach Sunday school, baptize and serve Communion — 
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and, even if  they suspect that someone is in the country unlawfully, they’re not breaking 

the law. In general, the only area where there’s a likely legal risk is in employing someone 

who is not authorized to work.  
Of  course, that could change: There have been proposals in the past that could have 

made some elements of  ministry to undocumented immigrants illegal; it’s important, as 

a matter of  religious liberty, to push back against any policy proposals that would imply 

the government is limiting those whom the church can serve. As Rick Warren has said, “A 

good Samaritan doesn’t stop and ask the injured person, ‘Are you legal or illegal?’” and 
Christians should be able to minister to people freely.  37

Unauthorized immigrants, including many within evangelical churches, are often 

desperate to get right with the law, and many yearn to be citizens of  the United States, a 

land they have come to love. Many Americans rightly wonder why undocumented 

immigrants don’t simply begin the process to become citizens. But the fact is, for most 
undocumented immigrants, there simply is no process for them to actually come out of  

the shadows and make things right. Most do not fit into any of  the limited categories of  

people who qualify to request immigrant status (a legal prerequisite to citizenship) under 

existing law — just as most did not qualify for immigrant visas when they were still in 

their countries of  origin.  With very limited exceptions, it’s not a question of  them being 38

unwilling to wait their turn in line: There is no line in which they qualify to wait. It’s also 

not a question of  them not having enough money to pay filing fees or to hire an attorney: 

In most cases, the best attorney in the country could do nothing to help them, because 

they simply do not qualify under current law.  
So what could lawmakers do to address this situation? To simply offer an amnesty 

policy, pretending that these undocumented immigrants had not broken the law and 

extending citizenship, would not honor the law, which Christians are called to do.  

On the other hand, a mass deportation policy would be problematic as well. Just on an 

economic level, it would be disastrous. The conservative American Action Forum 
estimates that it would cost somewhere between $400 billion and $600 billion to forcibly 

identify and deport all immigrants in the country unlawfully and then to keep them from 

simply coming back illegally, which many would likely try to do if  taken from their 

family members who are U.S. citizens.  And the economic consequences of  removing 39

these individuals who are workers, taxpayers and consumers from the U.S. economy 
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would be even more severe, removing $1.6 trillion from the U.S. economy over the next 

20 years.  Furthermore, on a humanitarian level, the country would have to figure out 40

what to do with millions of  U.S.-born children born to undocumented parents, who 
would in many cases grow up without one or both of  their parents, potentially adding 

additional burden on the foster care system. Churches, many of  which include 

undocumented members, would be hard hit as well. 

Another option is the status quo — to deport undocumented immigrants only 

selectively, a few hundred thousand per year over the past decade, which is enough to 
keep these immigrants living in fear but not ever to remove all of  those who are 

unlawfully present.  Sen. Marco Rubio and the late Sen. John McCain, among others, 41

have called this a “de facto amnesty,” as it mostly ignores the reality that millions of  

immigrants are living in the country unlawfully (and that many employers are 

knowingly violating the law by hiring them).  42

Our country needs a better way forward — one that honors the law, is fair to American 

taxpayers and keeps families together. That way is an earned legalization process, 

including some form of  restitution. Immigrants in the country unlawfully would be able 

to come forward and admit to having violated U.S. immigration law by sneaking across 

the border or by overstaying a temporary visa, and would pay a fine as a result, 
potentially payable in installments over time. From there, they could undergo a criminal 

background check; while a small minority of  immigrants have committed serious crimes 

and ought to be deported, the vast majority have not: They would be allowed a temporary 

legal status for a period of  time while they can pay their fine and prove that they’re 
working or part of  a household where others are working; paying taxes; and staying out 

of  criminal trouble. If  they meet all appropriate requirements, they’d eventually be able 

to apply to be lawful permanent residents of  the United States. Once they reach that 

status, they could choose to pursue the existing process for naturalization to become a 

U.S. citizen, which includes passing a test in English focused on the Constitution and U.S. 
history.  

For the subset of  these immigrants who were brought to the U.S. as children, it does 

not make sense to require the payment of  a fine as restitution: They did not make the 

decision to come to the United States unlawfully or to overstay a visa, as they had no 

choice in the matter. For these young people, commonly known as “Dreamers,” an earned 
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legalization process should not include a requirement of  restitution, given the biblical 

and legal principle that we do not hold children accountable for their parents’ decisions 

(Ezekiel 18:20). 
This sort of  an earned legalization process, paired with improvements to border 

security, is supported by more than two-thirds of  American evangelical Christians, 

according to a poll from LifeWay Research.  In fact, only 16 percent of  evangelicals 43

disagree with this proposal. It’s a common-sense way forward that both honors the law 

and keeps families together, both values found in Scripture. 
“For immigrants in the country illegally, there are no real options for redemption,” 

notes LifeWay Research Executive Director Scott McConnell, reflecting on a recent poll 

that found an increased level of  support for such a path to citizenship among evangelical 

pastors. “That [lack of  redemption] doesn’t sit well with pastors — the majority of  whom 

were ready for lawmakers to offer a means of  making restitution and gaining legal status 
years ago.”   44

Indeed, while the Bible guides us to reject public policy proposals that undermine the 

rule of  law, it also compels us to believe in restoration. Were elected officials to pursue a 

restitution-based legalization process for qualifying immigrants, it would give these 

immigrants the chance to earn their way back into right standing with the U.S. 
government, which would be a tremendous relief  to them and a reaffirmation of  the 

importance of  the rule of  law. 

An earned pathway to legal status would legitimize the long-term presence of  these 

immigrants in their communities. There would be great community celebrations as 
neighbors, family members, fellow church members and employees welcome immigrants 

with open arms out of  the shadows and into lawful and permanent status. This process 

would invite the formerly undocumented to participate fully and completely in American 

society, finally being able to add their strands of  colorful fabric to the great and beautiful 

tapestry that is the United States of  America.  
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PART THREE 

THE INVITATION: TAKE THE NEXT 
STEP ON THIS JOURNEY 

Reforming the U.S. immigration system is not a simple task, nor is it easy politically. But 
nearly all Americans agree that our current system isn’t working, that people are harmed 

along the way and that Washington needs to come together for a solution. 

The Evangelical Immigration Table invites you to be a part of  that solution. Several 

specific ways that you could engage include: 

• Add your name to the thousands of  others who have publicly affirmed the Evangelical 
Statement of  Principles for Immigration Reform. These public statements provide 

encouragement for elected officials to pursue policy changes like those we have 

described here, knowing that they’re being supported as they do so by many of  their 

constituents. You can add your name by clicking this link.  

• Address the issue of  immigration from a distinctly biblical perspective at your local 

church, on your college campus, in your small group and/or simply in your home. The 

following section offers some suggested resources to help you along the way. 

• Look for opportunities to serve the immigrants already in your community, meeting 

tangible needs in the name of  Jesus, sharing the hope of  the gospel and partnering with 
immigrant brothers and sisters who are already helping to lead the evangelical church 

in the U.S. 

• Pray for immigrants in your community, for a Christ-honoring response from local 

churches to this complex issue and for our elected officials, who need divine wisdom as 

they seek to reform immigration policies. 

• Share this resource and the other resources on the following pages with other 

Christians who you think would find them helpful. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

EVANGELICAL IMMIGRATION TABLE RESOURCES 

• “The Stranger” — This 40-minute documentary from Emmy-award winning 
producer Linda Midgett tells the story of  three immigrant families who are also 
evangelical Christians. Available at the Evangelical Immigration Table website , 
RightNow Media and Amazon Prime to download or stream. 

• “I Was a Stranger: What the Bible Says About Immigrants” — a 40-day Scripture-
reading guide focused on biblical passages that should inform a Christian 
response to immigrants and immigration. It is available either as a printable 
bookmark or in digital form from YouVersion’s Bible.com app.  

• “Telling a Better Story” — a regularly updated blog, highlighting ways that local 
churches and ministries are serving and being enriched by immigrants. The 
blog also considers guest submissions. 

• Press statements — occasionally, the leadership organizations of  the Evangelical 
Immigration Table issue joint comments on matters of  public policy.  

BOOKS RELATED TO IMMIGRATION FROM AN EVANGELICAL PERSPECTIVE 

• Welcoming the Stranger: Justice, Compassion & Truth in the Immigration Debate, Matthew 
Soerens and Jenny Yang 

• Christians at the Border: Immigration, The Church & The Bible, Dr. M. Daniel Carroll R. 

• Strangers Next Door: Immigration, Migration and Mission, Dr. J.D. Payne 

• Immigration: Tough Questions, Direct Answers, Dale Hanson Bourke 

• The New Pilgrims: How Immigrants Are Renewing America’s Faith and Values, Dr. Joseph 
Castleberry 

• You Welcomed Me: Loving Refugees and Immigrants Because God First Loved Us, Kent 
Annan 

• Seeking Refuge: On the Shores of the Global Refugee Crisis, Stephan Bauman, Matthew 
Soerens and Dr. Issam Smeir 

• Refugee Diaspora: Missions Amid the Greatest Humanitarian Crisis of the World, Drs. Sam 
George and Miriam Adeney 

• Love Undocumented: Risking Trust in a Fearful World, Sarah Quezada 

http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/333744
https://www.amazon.com/Stranger-Immigrants-Scripture-American-Dream/dp/B01GPQPZ1G/
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/3493-the-i-was-a-stranger-challenge
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/category/telling-a-better-story/
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/telling-a-better-story-blog-submission-guidelines/
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/category/press-releases/
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/333744
https://www.amazon.com/Stranger-Immigrants-Scripture-American-Dream/dp/B01GPQPZ1G/
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/3493-the-i-was-a-stranger-challenge
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/category/telling-a-better-story/
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/telling-a-better-story-blog-submission-guidelines/
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/category/press-releases/
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FROM EVANGELICAL 
IMMIGRATION TABLE LEADERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS 

• Church Leader’s Guide to Immigration (World Relief) 

• Discovering and Living God’s Heart for Immigrants: A Six-Session Small Group 
Guide to Welcoming the Stranger (World Relief) 

• National Association of  Evangelicals Resolution on Immigration (2009) 

• Southern Baptist Convention Resolution on Immigration (2018) 

• Resources on Immigration from the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission of  the 
Southern Baptist Convention 

• Immigrant Connection — Immigrant Legal Services Ministry of  The Wesleyan 
Church 

• World Relief  U.S. Ministries Locations 

• Voices of  Christian Dreamers — A Dreamers-led movement to change the 
immigration conversation in the Church 

• G92 — Resources for evangelical college students to engage immigration biblically 

http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/churchleaderguidetoimmigration.pdf
https://worldrelief.org/welcoming-the-stranger#resources
https://www.nae.net/immigration-2009/
http://www.sbc.net/resolutions/2288/resolution-5--on-immigration
https://erlc.com/resource-library/topic-index/immigration
https://www.wesleyan.org/discipleship/immigrant-connection
http://www.worldrelief.org/us
http://www.christiandreamers.us
http://www.g92.org
http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/churchleaderguidetoimmigration.pdf
https://worldrelief.org/welcoming-the-stranger#resources
https://www.nae.net/immigration-2009/
http://www.sbc.net/resolutions/2288/resolution-5--on-immigration
https://erlc.com/resource-library/topic-index/immigration
https://www.wesleyan.org/discipleship/immigrant-connection
http://www.worldrelief.org/us
http://www.christiandreamers.us
http://www.g92.org
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ABOUT THE EVANGELICAL 
IMMIGRATION TABLE 

The Evangelical Immigration Table is a place where evangelical Christians of  various 
denominations, theological traditions, ethnicities and political perspectives gather 

together, just as in the Bible the table represents hospitality and is the place where 
believers come together, united by Christ.  

The Evangelical Immigration Table exists to encourage distinctly biblical thinking about 
issues of  immigration, providing discipleship resources focused on immigration from a 
biblical and missional perspective as well as advocating for public policies consistent 

with biblical values. 

The Evangelical Immigration Table is currently led by the leaders from the following 

organizations: 

• Council for Christian Colleges & Universities 

• Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 

• Faith and Community Empowerment (formerly Korean Churches for Community 
Development) 

• National Association of Evangelicals 

• National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference 

• The Wesleyan Church 

• World Relief 

• World Vision 

More information is available at www.EvangelicalImmigrationTable.com 
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